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20 Febnzary 2014

Dear Mr Hopking,

g'
Braiford Tistal Plar= Core Stratepy

1 wus amomgst the many attendees at the publjc meeting in [lidey on 29 7 anvary about the present
position of the Core Strateyy fer this area. What 1 beard only confirmed the concerns Y wite and T
expressed In our letter dated 9 Jamuary, 2012 (copy enciosed},

Despite the: reduction in the number of houses forecast for ikley and Addingham to 00 and 200
respeciivel 3, there is still no valid and logical explanation as to how {his area js to cope with greatly
increased propulalion and traffic congestion, together with the necessary £Xpansion in educational,
medical, dental and emergency services needs, let alone the consequential loss of areas of natural
beauty, when there are many ‘brownfield” sites in and around Bradford, Keighley and indeed Lacds,

1 Nerw Houses

By applying a conservative average of 2.5 accupants per houschold that means 2000 extra people in
likey and 500 more in Addingharm.

Assume 1.5 ears per houschold and there will be 1500 extra vehicles for onr already congested
roads,

1 chiid per household squates to a need for 1000 addiiionz] school places for ol ages.

2 Empioynrent

104G honseholds implies a need for at least 1906 new jobs. Where wili 1060-7560 peonte find
employment in the immediate area? Clearly, they won’s. Maybe in Skipton or Keighley, but the
vast majerity are likely to go to Leeds or Bradford, now that its Westfield project 1s underway. Bui
Skipton and Keighley will be increasing (heir populations (oo, as will the towns between Ilkley an
Leeds and Hldey and Bradford. Where wif] 356(0-45605 jobs be created i the Bradfurd/Leeds
ares?

As we have heard this week there are 240,000 unemployed people in the Yorkshire and Humbersige
Region now, the second highest rate in the tountry siill. ' We expressed our concerns in our previous
letter, because of the risk of buildieg homes thar may well not be (aken up and the likely detrimental
effect on the locul economy caused threugh inercased uremployment. Thag risk remnins,



3 Trapsport [ntrastricture

a) A65/A660 — ‘Ribbon development’ on these strategic routes 10 The *Dales’ wiil lead 1o
regular gridlocks especially at weekends, From our house we hear emergency vehicles® sirens and
as often as not they are slow-moving whilst they wait to pass through (he traffic lights at Vietoria
Avenue. How many more sety of traffic lights will they have o negotiate it 400 houscs are built
1o the west of [Tkley, because of Eibulary roads to the A65? (g.v. Mepston’s recent development),
Equally, vehicles directed from Menston Ambulance Station wilt be confronted with similar delays
at Ben Rhydding. Have the NHS/Amhnlarce and Fire and Rescae Services been consulied Tur
their opiniemy?

b) Eail Travel

Peak hour travel is at overload now. A few weeks ago we heard that some cominuters are travelling
{by car) into Dkley from beyond Ben Rhydding in order that they get a seat on the train to Leeds,
This will only worsen even without major housing development.

4 Edueational Needs

At the meeting several parents expressed ibeir concerns that schools tecal to them were already too
full to accept their children, A large increase in popuiation (min 1008 exéra places) will clearly
eacerbate the Jack of facilitics. We heard at the meeting that il is not a simple mutter to huild a new
scheool, so what is to happen? Furthermore traffic congestion will increase as a result of more
“sehool runs’. There is a real risk of msore air and noise poliution from stationary traffic in the
viginity of our schools, which, surely, should be avoided.

5 Medieal Facilides

1 have already referred to the impact on emergency vehicie respense times. How do the respective
authorities intend 1o expand medical, clinical, hospital and dental facilities in the Immediate arca ta
cope with another 2300 human heings?

6 Envirennient

We were given to understand at the meeting that the exisiznce of the EC: Habital Direetive was partly
responsible for the redvetion in the number of new houses. This was extremely vague and probably
based on even move vague sappositions, details of which were not made available to the Parish
Council Members, As residenis we should be provided with an intelligible, valid and fully reasored
explanstion ag to why {000 extra homes should be built iz this part of Wharfedale,

likley Town Centre is inereasingly heavily congested now. Eghaust fimes from all the additional
vehicles will create more air and noise polintion, especially when traffic is gridiocked.

You also need 1o fuctor in the inapact of the new Tesco supermarket on local traffic conditions.
Better still, the authorities should rescind the planming perreission for the new Tesco outlet for the
reagon that the need for affordable housing near the Town Centre far outweighs their noed for a ‘new
tuild”. Allow Tcsco to expand their present site with additional underground parking ingtead.
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1t is inevitaxbl that natural growth will ocerr in this area In the yeurs zhead and this myst be secepted
but menagesdsenstbly. Development on the sesle proposed in the Leocal Core Strategy shouid not be
imposed witiont the most serious thought given to the main risks of overdevelopment, not just here
but in all Fae adjacent areas.

Please do y™olr utiost to ensure that ¢rimon seasc prevails at the nesxt planning discussion stage
and fhie arke3tnry fipure for new houses is reduced considerably. As the old saying goss “you san’t
get & quard foto a piut pet™. No more *box-ticking’, please. Without due diligence and in depth
fFarethough Tand hundreds of otber local residents can only foreses this beautiful part of Wharfedale
suffering ccronmmically because it will be swallowed up by overdevelopment. There is
immeasurabie risk in getting the planning wrong,

In conelsion [ do not seek 1o e negative i (his response, just realistic i the sircumstances as they
have been putto us, the residents. [lkey, Addinghem and Ben Rhydding must mos be taken in
iselation, which is how it appears sl the present fime, otherwise the livelthnods of residents and local
businesses wwill sudter as tourists and, indeed, festival organisers will ssak alternative venues with
easier access links.

Y ours smcerely







v

T T R Y R

i

| 1528

F & January 2012

Dear Sirs,

|
!

Local Development Framework

My wife and | attended the presentation at lkley Town Hall. However, we were both
bewilderec by the video which seems 1o have been created by & planning ufopia
where rothing could possibly be or go wrong with what is intehded.

Vhen wa were at school we were faught simpie mathematics and a ievel of
geagrasphy, including the impact of topography on populations, which heiped us to
undersiand that you "caninot put a quart into a pint got’. Indeed, the videq was 80
uncomwineing it would have received short shrifi from the ‘Dragon’s Den’ panel.

Hkley {xas a population of, say, 15000. 1300 new dweliings on the oifiskirts of the
town wwould imply & further 25% increase in people, not necessarily all aduft, but no
doubt 2 vehicles per hiousehold exira for the roads, whether such famiiies work at
home ornot. There is no clear evidence of how public ansport sarvices will
<ater for such a developmant, nor the emergency, medical or schopls

SEIVICES,
Whare are people to find paid employment to avoid relying omn banetits?

Why not rethink the oid "Spoonars’ site now? Conver that fo 5 site suitable for
farily dwellings.  Maybe 500 or so peapie could be accommodaied it 2 range of
dwelings in such =i area without overcrowsding or oversfrassing existing faciiities.
The new ocoupants would not need a car to get to the station or fo local schools,
thus providing a much greensr solution than the prospect of clogying up iikiey's
roads even mere. Tesco's could be allowed to build an additicnal foor on their
existing site, especially as thelr intertions for the site remain so YAaGUE.

ABS

lLet us return ta the ‘pint pot’. Given that Tescn's developmant iz probably
unstoppable, the east side of the Town Cenfre will suffar the initigt gridiock on & daily
basis, as mare shoppers traval in from Burley-in-Wharfedaie and Menston. The
addition of 500 homes in Ben Rhydding and their occupants, albeit over a time, wif
merely exacerbate the fraffic congestion in that area.

in November the mad repairs by the traffic lights at the western end of fildey caused
many problems over just 3 days, yet virtually every Monday to Friday morning ‘Fresh
Radio’ announce how slovdy traffic is moving through the centre of lidey en route to
people’s workplaces in Leeds and Bradiord, primartly. imagine the impact of just 1
vehicle per household from the 800 new dwellings proposed far this side of fown
making the same joumey. Gridlock will occur very early in the working day and
again on the return tips. How fong wil} # {ake peopia just 1o axit the new hausing



estates just to get an {2 the ABE?

Cur cornmants relate to the fown of iikiey, hu the Local Development Framework
clearly includes 4G0 dwellings in Addingham , 5007 for Burley-in-Wharladzale and
900 for Menston, all of whose occupants will need access i the A85. Common
sense{simpie mathematics) says this cannot possibly work on such & scate # there is
to be any quaiity of normal everyday life in our local emvirenment in the future.  The
thought of all that extra pollution being discharged frorm exhausts of vehicies in
statonary traffic situations is not pleasant.

Peraps the greatest danger will arise as ordinary people, who coukd afford to mave
into such new properties, will recognise there would be ne point, simply secause
traffic congestion would negate all other benefits, The developers/Councs caukd weli
be left with a stock of empty dwellings, the cost of which would no doubt fll once
again on Council Taxpayers.

To conclude, of course thare hae io be a plan to accommodate a growing
popuiation. llkley couid expand, as mentioned earier, but not on such a scale as the
one praposed for this area, especially when there are areas of the great cities of
Bradford and Leeds which already have an infrastiucture capable of ahsorbing a
iarge number of people, with easierfaster access to the likely workpiace.

These comments are meant as constructive criticism, not as intentionalty negative
ard | trust you will receive as such, ;

Yours faithfuily
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Dear Mr Richardson

Many thanks for your recent letter. A number of other likley constituents have
contacted me in simlar terms.

| recently wrote to Nick Boles, the Planning Minister, requesting his commenis on
these maiters and have just received his response, a copy of which | enclose for
your infermation,

| have aiso enclosed the text of my own recant interview with the Tefsgraph & Argus
on local house building which | hope makes my own position very clear.

F trust you have mads your feelings known to Bradford Gouncit as part of #is
consutiation process, which closes at the end of the maonth.

Yours sincarely
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"‘We don't need to build on g}fﬂ@n land’ says
housing minister Hopkins | ,

é:ooam Thesday qth Jamiary 2014 ! e i

Exchusive By Rok Merrick : ;

New Housing Minister Kris Hopkins today denies Bradford has a hnmes crisis — and ﬂccuse_g E::-unml
chiefs of failing to expleit the *huge amount of land on offer”.

In an fnterview to mark three months as a minister, the Keighley MP rejected the “crisis® word ysed by
the National Housing Federation to deseribe Kradford's plight.

Instead, Mr Hoplans - while admitting to a “challenge” — called for a redoubling of efforts to pravide
the extra thonsands of new homes the digtrict needs.

But he also vowed he would be “pushing back® 10 proteet grecn fields in his own mnsumem;y, de_gpne
David Cameron's orders to hit housebuilding targets. -

Mr Hopkins said the extra homes could be feund by: 1 Looking te Rradford’s tanal arez ~ saying:
“There i3 a great opportunity for 20,000 houses, I8 like to sce that project expand and accelerate,”

L Bringing empty homes - which were particulardly common in areas with larpe Asizn populations —
back into nse ] Identifying and selling off 1ocai Council-owsed land ~ allowing the authority to tap into
exira Governinert funds.

Mr Hopkins said: “The word crisis haa been rolled cut fime and Bime again, I think there's o challenge
that needs to be addressed.

“I think the Council is facing up te it in its local plan, but Bradford itseli is not short of land -
particularly around the canal area.

“When T look back to the stock transfer, there was a huge amount of land retzined by the Copneil on
our old housing estates. We need to utilise some of thar,

“It’s not just about building new houses, but abour getting empty houses buck inro use as well If we
can do that, we can really make s difforence.

“Lois of grandparents and parenis waont out and bought homes, partiewlariy in Kashmir: and Pakistani
commuoities, and we need to inake gure those empty houses are brought back in.”



Growiing pressure 16 build more homes has sparked fears that the distriet’s green end beautiful spaces
will be corereted over — but My Hopkins insisted that was unnecessary,

Indeed, he vowed to stand shonlder-to-shoulder with residents in the Whaife Valley against what he

described as “ontrageons” housebuilding targets.

The minister safd: “The challenge is in the ¢entre. The housing population boom is noi in Keighley and
Iidey — i's in the centre of Bradiord.

“Faking my ministerial hat off and putting my M¥'s hat on, some of the figures they've talked abowt

avross Keighlev and Shipley are outrageous.
‘T suve Philip Davies would say the same and we will certainly be pushing back on those.

“fhere’s one road running through the centre of the Wharfe Valley and it eouldn’t cope. Lock at
Addingham, where  think 5,006 houses was suggestad, a-ndicaleus number, .

“It 1s an easier process foi the Council to look aroond its green fields — the leafy bits of the digtrict

“It nceds to go back into the centre and ask, “Where are the brownfield sites® *How can we bring the

empty homes back into uge? ™

Fears of a Bradford housing crists were stoked late last year, when the Naticnal Housing Federation

wamed “prices were spiraliing ont of the reach of people™.

The average house price s £142,000, yet average annngl earnings are £18,500. Meanwhilo, more than

20,000 peayle are stuck on a waiting list for social honsing,

fahour-run Bradford Council hag acknowledged the distriet needs an extra 42,060 hornes by 2030,
which involves huilding more than 2,000 each year, but only about 900 are built, of which only a

small proportion are “affordable™

The repori came out aronnd the same titae as officisl fgures revealed the number of affordable homes

built across the country had plummeted by 26 per cent.

But Mr Hopkins insisted: “The Prime Minister has asked me to go ont and deliver aur hovsing
commitinent. That's 170,000 affordable houses — to boild them g1l by 2015,

“We've built nearly 100,600 already, so —with 16 months to go to the election — we are slightly ahead
of target.”
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likley Parish Council,
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